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Incoherence in agricultural policies hindering
sustainable food systems: Experts
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Bangladesh's journey toward a sustainable food system remains obstructed
by contradictions and inconsistencies within its agricultural policies, say

experts. @ July Charter signatories not
hound hv decisions bevond its W

At a national policy dialogue on Thursday they emphasised the urgent
need to align existing policies and incorporate agroecology into the national
agricultutal framework to ensute long-term sustainability.

The dialogue, titled "Dimensions of National Agricultural Policy and
Challenges and Pathways in the Agti-Food System", was jointly organised
by the Agroecology Coalidfon Bangladesh, Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF), and the Germany-based development organisation
Welthungerhilfe (WHH).

The event was held at the conference room of Bonik Batta in Dhaka, with
Bonik Barta also serving as media partner

Md Fazlur Kader, managing director of PKSF, chaited the event. Dr Md
Emdad Ullah Mian, secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture, attended as
the chief guest. SM Sohrab Uddin, director general of the Department of
Agricultural Extension, was present as special guest, while Mohsin Ali,
convenor of Agroecology Coalition Bangladesh and executive director of
WAVE Foundation, delivered the welcome remarks.

Other special guests included Md Harunur Rashid, director of SAARC
Agriculture Centre; Dr Md Raju Ahmed, component director (deputy
secretary), Department of Agricultural Marketing; Narun Nahar, country
director, Heifer International Bangladesh; Mamunur Rashid, project head,
WHH; Md Monjutul Alam, national agricultute and technical specialist,
FAO Bangladesh; Dr Ganga D Acharya, director (Research), CIRDAF; Prof
Md Mahbub Islam, Sher-e-Bangla Agticultural University; Mashiath
Chowdhury, countty program analyst, IFAD; and Sahanowar Said
Shaheen, president of the Bangladesh Agricultural Journalist Forum.



He said greenhouse gas emissions from the agficultural sector have
reached 39%. Food contamination with heavy metals is rising, weakening
immune systems. Research indicates that excessive pesticide exposute is
contributing to increased cancer cases among farmers.

Despite positive elements in the cuffent policies, Borthan highlighted
contradictions: for example, while the 2018 Agricultural Policy promotes

sustainable farming, it also encoutrages chemical fertiliser use.

He added, the Extension Policy 2020 lacks emphasis on environment-
friendly farming, and traditional knowledge is often undervalued.
Simultaneously, subsidies and support are heavily tilted towatd chemical

inputs, undermining the goal of “chemical-free farming.”

He criticised poot matket infrastructure and weak value chains, which fail
to ensute fair prices for farmers and affordable access for consumers,

despite the intent expressed in Policy Section 12.1.

He also pointed out that although diversification and local nutrition-
sensitive crops are emphasised in policy, access to nutritious food remains
limited for many.

Borhan recommended revisiting the 2018 Agricultural Policy to eliminate
contradictions and include agroecology and agri-tood system framewaorks.

He urged greater investment in organic inputs, formation of Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs), promotion of renewable energy and cold
storage in agriculture, and development of agroecology-focused cutricula
and training for extension workers and farmers. He emphasised evidence

generation through action research.

In his concluding speech, Agriculture Secretary Dr Md Emdad Ullah Mian
acknowledged the lack of coordination across departments and agencies.

Grassroots representatives also shared insights, including Mizanur
Rahman, Convenot of the National Fatmets' Platform; Jannatul Mawsumi
from Manikganj; and Md Mohammad Ali from Chuadanga.

In his welcome speech, Mohsin Ali highlighted various agroecology and
safe food projects implemented in distticts like Chuadanga, Meherpur,
Jhenaidah, and Manikganj, reaching over 230,000 beneficiaries.

He emphasised that although not all donor-supported initiatives fully
adopt the agroecology approach, many contain essential elements of it. The
“Go Green Center” established by WAVE Foundation in Chuadanga
exemplifies environment-friendly agricultural practices, and a similar
center is being planned for Manikganj with WHH support.



The keynote presentation was delivered by Ahmed Borhan, director of
Research at the Center for Social Research.

He identified four key objectives of the dialogue: transforming the current
agri-food system, promoting agroecology, conducting a comparative
analysis of major national policies (Agricultural Policy 2018, Agricultural
Extension Policy 2020, and Organic Agriculture Policy 2016), and fostering
coordination among policymakers, farmers, researchers, development
pariners, and civil society.

Borhan noted Bangladesh's success in crop, fish, livestock, and fruit
production since independence, contributing significantly to food security
and employing neatly 45% of the workforce in the agricultural sector.

He warned of mounting challenges: overuse of chemical fertilisers and

pesticides leading to soil and watetr pollution, loss of biodiversity, and
climate-induced threats to production.

He noted that many promising initiatives remain underutilised due to
institutional inefficiencies. “Agticulture has the potential to transform our

economy if managed properly”.

He informed the audience that his ministry is now working with a long-
term vision, targeting 2030, and has identified 13 thematic focus areas—
many of which include agroecological elements. Initiatives around organic
fertiliser subsidies, cold storage, and agro-processing centers have already
begun.

“As our population grows and arable land shrinks, we have structured our
plans accordingly. Successful implementation will now require close
collaboration ameng government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector,”
the Secretary added.

https://www.daily-sun.com/post/838420



https://www.daily-sun.com/post/838420

h

ADESI ﬂ?)l) AY

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12,

and he Chal
Impleementl

General Meeting of
Women's Cooperative
| Society in Pirganj

Bestvceans Roy, P

‘The 14th general meeting
of Su-Pratibeshi Pnrxmu
Women's  Ce

Integrity Stores inaugurated
in 2 schools in Shibchar

Mo R Isua, SHimcaw

Society Lid. was held in
Pugmu. ‘Thakurgson. This
general meeting was held
in the office hall yesterday,
Sunday, in collaboration

3 h the development
retary of the Ministry of Agriculture Dr. Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian was present as the chi wit !
at the dialogue. Photo: Monirul Islam Mihig| O78anization Good Neigh-
" | bors Bangladesh,
Su-Pratibeshi  Pirganj
Women's  Cooperative

Society Lid's Manage-
ment Committee Presi-
dent Sumarjan Begum
presided over the meeting,
and Pirganj Upazila Sam-
bar Officer Rezaul Karim,
Saidpur Union Parishad
Chairman  Vivekananda
Roy Nimai, Pirganj CDP
Manager Bidhan Mandal,
ive Support Offi-
cer Rezaul Karim, and

NationalPoicy Dialogue o Various Aspect of Ntionel Agricultural Poi
and Agr-Food Sstem: Chellenges and Transtions eld

IONTRUL ISLAM Mustik, MANIKGANT ¢ v¢ oo Udelin, Dinedor of SAARC

Agricultural Center Md. Harumur Rashid,
g:mmmbimﬂtwu&ummu{
‘of Agricultural Market

Dr. Mohammad Raju Ahmed, Country
Director  of Heifer International many others spoke.
angladesh Norun Nahar, Project Head of ‘The financial report of
WealthHungerHilfe Mamunur Rashid, [ hind th: of fox the 2024 5 fiscal years
i Senior Precision Agrculture and was presented to the mem-
Technical Specialist of the Food and Agri-

bers, and the annual plan
culture Ovganization of the United Natioos for the next fiscal year was
('FAO)MLL‘.\(.::WM Alam, and Director discussed. Some of the
h) of CIRDAP De. Ganga D, members present at the
among others. The weloome annual general meeting
the diakague was delivered by red their success sto-
i ries of family and financial
transformation.

About qoo members of
Su-Pratibeshi Pirganj
Mahila Samabay Samity
L4d. were present at the
meeting,

Cuoulition Rmv]mhh and Executive Di
logre on Various
Policy and

i-Food System: (ha\l:{@esand’l‘num—

Held.  Agreecology  Coalition

ladesh, Palli Karma-Sahayak Foanda-
and Gemman dew

Dhamrai property
dispute: Stepmother
killed in Dhamrai

With the (\nxlnx o( Ihc Am
Corruption

President of the Shibchar
Upeils Carruption Prevention
Committee, were present as

Shibehar me]ao(Mndnnpur
district have been inaugurated
with the help of Sata Stoces,

and if you do dishanest work,
poople hate you, You have to
choose which woek you will do"

Upazia Corruption Prevention
Commitsee. Eaclier, this stoe
wass il inegurated ot Kakair
High School m the upswla o

Upaza Corruption Prevention
Committees in varous schools.
Tt is learexd thant the Anti-Coe-
the initistive to bring such
stoves to various schools in
oeder 10 incrense motal peac-
tioes among  chiklren and
encourige them to buikd lhnr

lives by from
the bearts af people,

Shibchar Upsgila Nirbahi
Officer H. M. Thne Mizan wis
present s the chief goest at the
event presided ove by Shibchar
Gaverment “Techmical School

Engincer
Shukhawat Hossain and mod-
erated by Instructor Sameer
Assistant Director of the District
Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC), and AE Albar Khan,

d College Integrity

Muﬁmmmmummnwhlpﬂl

Corruption Prevention Committee,

tice moeality and budd a life
with respet for  honesty.
Axhough this kind of practioe
soems new in this conntry, it has

Photo: Rafigul Islam

mission (ACC) Md. Saidur
Rashman, Vice President of
Shibchar Upsala Corruption
Prevention Committee and

®
the developed workd. Only
when we can be pure cn we
bevome peopke of a better iden-
tity, Akhtaruzmian, Assistant
Dirctor af the Distrct Anti-

of Suleh Adarsh
High School Md. Nanms Mia,
Headmaster of Kakair High
School Kamal Hossain, asss-
tant tesschers, and stadents of
the two schools.




DHAKABER] or win iR w@f wwais @

3 Afouta Jray SPieife G2 Ay 9% HAREH *2
kS

TR 7% (5% 20
QTR 3030, B8 8

e - -

g i

#if5 W TR ST Fve Wy +fRER e TS ISR g Mgs Teomm QTR
FEe o | e T fafem srw g wem Mfewwn 2o w3 e ot IR <3 e e ey
Tore | 3 wfHR Hfewenerera v W IR AT GIHE I Y F SUR 1 98 T
TR <R AfEwrEn firy TR I3 SRR | AT Wy @R WS 93z 239r3e) IR GeT i
A WA G <3 FR <) TG FWAE F Afere wede 9 v orew I

T 6 (b ATSE) T A e S e ArdE T I WS wrer i Ao
fafem foes, o 39«7 79 ST o e e oS srmsr @ wifsm o a%E

ATEETRE T (WeltHungerHilfe-WHH) S5 smits w1 s fafm «hae e i afe
Ei ]

Frmam T TEge <R . e ohas Feleng sEEs s S wie R B fTEm
T TR AR T AR v S fe e = e Tefes e o e wfieme
T EEEE TR O GRS | W5 5 HATE SEE S LR e e e
AT L GTEE FOTEHE TS R TEA WE |

ST (B-5152) B, G 975 SEAw, GEE TOEIEE SmmeE = e 7 T,
TR e SE S W e, e A @ T T (S S EEEE e

B e . wyEE e, e EEtEafer < (s T o T =, com e e
T SRR . (AR W S, ST AR BE T S (e ATy E i
CETET AR WIS (ST, e T A G weeE T WEE ) auwre
AT S T AT |

HIHE T HTLE R G (AT AT SRR 9t STES PO aE S et =
=y R e i T Toifiy cmeee) TR = fis el | 9 SReme) SN FTSHTOSTATe el ST
G = | W LT A S e e o | e R W e e
=R W] 4 SRS TS CTETE TR LT S IR N WS W] e T
TS | 9IS LT RS @ o B OTOE ST TS CTH EEenTe S 5 WhE | «e
WSS T S TR S e e afsiE w1 W | WIS FE TR AR AT T e
(AR AT e ey e FREaRE T



TS G5 2 S T5E, (18 W IR G5 8 ST Hfasiee S R | S
BRI (e S, T B SR T (S & SR WITE 2] TTE | <F W A
AT FAFED WE -4 T A =1, Aerrs e e, T S TS 2o, TEE
T TR A0S 20vo, ST TTEE LI S AE 20¥h 9F PRI R g9 whe e, 3 '
8 TR TR e, S, SIS e e WA A S WA eT @ THaE TN
Fa T, o E ZewT oF (T TR BT TS W SR I | B, WENT @ ST,
Tl BESAD T R ST SIS WS T | TN TS S & B W
T W | LT ST TS T TS 09 WY W S e @ e S
G g =R A= ST | St S <1FE | S S W ST O S SRS S i
SR

RS WS fim 2Ee s St 29 on e i GTeE | U AT WO T S W
W (AT TS SISTa IS < W | AT S 4% Bressers SeEls i < | Sy o7 o7,
WS HharE T T e ST WEEE T @

Fafe 0m, s o reomee) i el o8 v T s 29 THE G W w0 e fe
WEETE 7] AR | ETE A SHETE T, (s, T Sy Aaaem WO e e e e
] T | TG L T W A S (R, BTSN A0S 203608 GG FH L9 S 7S
SICETE ] 1] TS, TR A AR SEAE (T FAE | W S TR e 2030 @

T TR (R R S T G SR e o St o T o5 e
=i EfEarans) e o g o7 = |

TR (AT (A S EATER W] T @ TR M SRS (7 W, A e FEER O W
Tt 0 ol amm, 3 Wifem w1 7w we Teer ofe o feferdiems, o ey oo v s/ a0
FrTEE TR oo e e T o g it o T et e o
TEEE & BOEE AR WieE e T g, W 9 =S SEaeE S90 I | AesEeE
T e T T WA T S EE, SR A A e S avE whe o frdme @ o
A 5 o T IS = |

T D e e T T e - s i e e A - P ol e e e o e o o o e
iy w1k W W | TS 203y R (33, 3) T =T T L9 S HEE I G s
TS T SRR B, ATETE AT TEIEE ] A TN AT SHE T 66 6Ty (T T

T A T A HE @ 2 I 6 (S D TS IR | T TR S TS e
AT (TSI B T @ T SRR (b S (R aE S WRE S TaE O T W
T T ST IS | O T, TR g, W S, A5 SaE e S S e
(TG TR e ST |

T (SR TETETEIRIG (R ATETIATeR 5 (e (e g e Eem e S @ |
7 T BT T NS 203 & “HET HE Sfers e o, aadeEe w0 e 4w
o ) R 1 e o e ) e e e o o e s e e R
fafemarst =, g @ T o Mo WA S R e e 2fEEe
ST o (TR e T | TR TR WS S GBI TS G, (75 LR (RS (A A
fafeamsra wgerfem 2w fafi | wmnenfer ausmRraeis 56 ey e o e =i a5 -
T T o T T B @ effir v T g T v gEEe = T
TR AT W I 0T CEad e (5 (A (S

= we T Y T W T (s 4T Ser e, T e e e, e
TS WIS T W (FE | FRAEeT SEE ST W STl S SO 51l *E A | I«
| TEEES CTHE AR ST 0 W A G WG s

& =wem, = TR T e WRET | R W W e e e e e it
HITEE CTEAE o O T e WS W T T 9 2 (i | S (R 6 N R
T (I T | RYE TREE] 5 | T e W wre G e o s e e | W
R 2060 HE | OF ST Sr6E WAed e afe 6 aiE «FT ay S SWd T el
fermiGe msTe foefs = e | 99 T ARSI e W SeS TG | EIG WIS S
e IR T, G TG & WL S GTRE e = e a5 T R a9E e e
T T (s W

https://www.dhakapost.com/national /407572



https://www.dhakapost.com/national/407572

2y TeT

Grab The Opportunity

ESTABLISH YOUR BUSINESS

[ BASHUNDHARA JAPAN STREET

w,’ —

TR TfSerema g wrefs GRSy T3 TR e ST

o freT ofemeE

oo s wTEw, 2030 ovive

DEEREO0B8® |

RUPAYAN mw fafew
Business Park

T

o T

‘\ [Z

o5 TR TR AEE FE T AT SR TS IR TW DMRSASTAR PR
TRE T @R FET 8 FE Tew Ritw v Tm e M =R = fefgfasss Ao fFafs
THE R TEER L3 TR B 9w 30w 2 %

RUP&YAN
RuRaAR
e (M50,
T e
IR =R IweAE TOIF TRT FIR AT GFR T TIG T e ) T

TR S4m WWE STTR LW ITE BE TR 7 TER MWEeEE W @5E
TAY LR WA TER O T W WWIAAEE LR FR AT TR

7R %7 AW B, s R 2w WY TR € TR NeT ofH TEet £ TS
o= T

WA S @R e, ot T TR T (o), T
TR R ST TR TS W I

IR ATEE TR AR (N, TEGE SR WEAUE TEE e gym wEw
ﬁm?ﬂu%ﬁﬂﬁmxﬁezmmm%.%ﬁsm
e Tafi fiw 7w THeE T aF o e TR T

4

o =R o T o, T 7 R R . IeegE v, T R
TETET FOEE YSTEE (PR T TSR TR WEL, COTE IR
TEEEE TR TEE W TR SESITEETET SR IR TR AN
FERES AT € T AR (SFLL) TEAEE W S Cere WL TR
wew, PR AR () 7. e e, o e i R
W T, WA WEEE BAE, TR T B Sr SRS SR
FI (2Nerw SwaEes WS G, TETT §T e e T
wEm wER | SRS TR AR FER TR0 WEE RS I, MR T

Promise
Mart Lid.

Y

https://www.banglaedition.com/news/2025/11/07/253641



https://www.banglaedition.com/news/2025/11/07/253641

TR afSfraia arse — S

protidinerbanglamnet

WSS TN GIGETE TR coenen R et TeES S

ey oS

stfere Q WoEEE 353¢ AV 9aW

-~ 0w ¥ F1S TR A
2 =y 25 el

TIOR3 W
\ Y T T VTS

TR FE G T A T Mo e e FEelt Fene

Qesmm
WIRES 4
T @UER e TR T wEE AfewenevTa g wiefy 8 wem wens
GEHE W TR ME P T A Ve A AT WU, 4% FET ST

Ffgw FHEET FE AT e RRREE wET T ey WEE
>

FEeTEams (1 oo seers ffsfeon wm A TR TR R WY T
¥ *en fafen G gue e T soms & T Fnfy o T 9 T

rrewem) & onfm Tmm Wy eumemERETE (WHH) FErfry wmm
7ot 5. o e T frm

e Tl o, Aot e T ey e we wiefs wom o 6
FGTE e WM § onfew e, Sratalian g7 49 s SRR w5 T a6
T o i e e e el Te o et ot

o T v, Feram S FowTTR Y00 BRw TR (- S GaerE i 6

RIS SR T T TS WARTE APTERRE A TR SO (AT TR
&% wopeefy P ST onH T3
TR IR T G-

e St sosy AR = TR e v

e = s i s g

T T TR e e

TR, T 15 T W AT ST A A

TRTIETTT ST, 7 4 (RFey Chrae R 9 ¥,

T TR TSR S S aE T e s B

T AT T R B e A, AT Fh0E T 8 TER TR,

TR T W T T ¥ A i v Foh e
BT 3040 AT PR GRS 0

o o, 0 T Irem yof R wew ovx R T, T Ton
AR FE BTEES I 9%E AY  AE TR, OO F 6
-z fe SR s e wTn

o wae W, EEPTT TR, B WL A SR W i el
FTENAT TR | TR, R 4 LS ¥ T MY W St A
TEAE

A

https://protidinerbangla.net/national/news/8113



https://protidinerbangla.net/national/news/8113

